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Burbage Junior School Parents’ Handbook
Welcome to Burbage Junior School. We hope that you find the information in
this Handbook useful. A current version of the document is also available on
the school website: www.burbage-jun.leics.sch.uk
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Welcome to Burbage Junior School
Whether you are a new parent, a prospective parent or someone who has
known us for a long time, I would like to take this opportunity to welcome you
to Burbage Junior School. Burbage Junior School is a wonderful school and,
as Executive Headteacher, I feel very privileged to have the opportunity to
work here.
This parents’ handbook aims to give you a flavour of what we offer to help
you decide on a school in the first instance for your child and also to provide
a foundation for the vital partnership between parents, carers and school. This
is so important in giving your child the best possible opportunity for success,
now and in the future.
We are very lucky here at Burbage Juniors. We have extensive grounds and a
wealth of facilities to make your child’s time at school as memorable and
exciting as possible.
We are striving constantly to develop our provision in order to have the best
teaching, the most vibrant environment, the right support for every child and
the most exciting curriculum that we can possibly have.
In January 2018 I was permanently appointed Executive Headteacher for both
Burbage CofE Infant and Burbage Junior Schools. This closer relationship
between the schools has offered a wealth of opportunities for working across
the schools, and the development of a partnership in which we are striving to
develop the best possible primary education for local children. The hard work
of our children, our parents, all of our staff and our governors adds
significantly to our achievements, and combines to make a school of which we
can all be rightly proud. With this in mind, I would love you to consider us and
give us the privilege of welcoming your child. For further information about
the school, please contact us for a visit.
Alternatively, please
jun.leics.sch.uk.

look

at

our

school

website:

www.burbage-

Karen Allen
Executive Headteacher
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Introduction
Burbage Juniors is near the old village centre. The present building was
opened in 1968. Before then, the Junior School was in the building now
occupied by the Infant School. The school caters for children aged 7 – 11.
Currently there are 377 on roll. Children work in single age classes with three
classes in each year group.
The large majority of our children transfer from Burbage CofE Infant School,
although a small number join us each year from other schools. At 11, most of
the children transfer to Hastings High School (11 – 16) for a period of five
years. From there they transfer to a range of sixth form providers, including
John Cleveland Sixth Form Centre, Lutterworth College, and Hinckley and
North Warwickshire College.
The school is set in spacious grounds and has excellent facilities. These
include extensive playground space, a large playing field, a specialist music
studio, an impressive library, a swimming pool and an ICT suite. A modular
building opened in September 2007 houses six classrooms and a small hall.
All classrooms are fitted with interactive touchscreens. The on-going internal
refurbishment and redecoration programme aims to provide the best possible
physical environment for staff and pupils.
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Library

The school library is a great resource. Redecorated in summer 2018, it is an
attractive, welcoming, well organised learning environment. We work closely
with Leicestershire Creative Learning Services to maintain an up-to-date,
attractive stock to inspire our children to read for enjoyment. The library has
been computerised and is open and staffed at lunchtime.

Computer Suite

Our suite is equipped with the very latest technology. We currently has 34
Stone flat screen workstations and an interactive touchscreen. Further
networked computers are located around the school. We also have a bank of
tablets and laptops to support the curriculum.

Music Studio

The music studio offers a designated space used to teach either whole-class
sessions as part of the music curriculum, or small group and individual
peripatetic lessons. The school currently offers opportunities for drums, violin,
a range of wind instruments, guitars and brass tuition. All children are taught
by a specialist music teacher.
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The Burbage Way: striving to be the best version of
ourselves.
We will achieve this by following our core values:
Integrity
 Always admit it if we do something wrong
 Let someone know if we are finding something hard
 Be honest with ourselves
Excellence
 Never give up and always try our hardest to improve on our personal
best
 Support others to be the best that they can be
 Take pride in our work
Kindness
 Share our equipment
 Help others whenever we can
 Never take anyone for granted and take care of each other
Enjoyment
 Make sure our school is a fun place to be for everyone
 Make sure we find time to smile and laugh
 Enjoy challenging ourselves
Respect
 Keep our classroom, lunch hall and playground tidy
 Treat each other as we would like to be treated
 Take care of our possessions and the school property
Inclusivity
 Include everyone in all activities
 Listen to everyone’s ideas
 Work in teams to have fun and achieve more
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Executive Headteacher
Mrs K. Allen
Deputy Headteacher
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Year 3
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Miss F. Nattrass
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Ms F. Paterson (Assistant Head)
Mrs M. Almey/ Mrs V. Rees
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Classroom Support
Mrs G. Barrs
Mrs R. Baker
Miss J. Bannister
Miss C. Blower
Mrs J. Booton
Mrs S. Brown
Mrs H. Caiger
Mrs J. Chesterton
Mrs J. Featherston
Mrs E. Glenn
Mrs A. Harris
Mrs A. Pierce
Mrs V. Kind
Miss R. Lake
Mrs A. List
Mrs S. Thirlwell
Mr S. Ward
Mrs J. Warren
Mrs J. Wheatley
Miss C. Whysall
Mrs E. Wilkinson
Mrs K. Wood

Intervention Team
Mrs D. Dolman
Mrs G. Grantham
Mrs H. Hardman
Mrs K. Moore
Lunchtime Supervisors
Mrs H. Griffiths (Midday Manager)
Miss P. Baum
Miss C. Blower
Mrs J. Booton
Miss R. Lake
Mr T. Martin
Mrs W. Martin
Mrs P. Brazier
Mrs M.Youngman
Mrs K. Thompson
Administration Staff
Mrs C. Riley (Bursar)
Mrs A. Adnam
Miss R. Barker
Mrs J. Tuitt
Bursar Support
Mr T. Clarke
Premises Officer
Mr G. Pope
Cleaners
Mrs P. Brazier
Mrs C. Talbott
Mrs M. Youngman
Mrs T. Hall

Governors
Mrs K. Allen
Mr I. Allen
Mrs C. Brown
Mrs C. Emmett (Vice Chair)
Mr R. Johnson
Mrs J. Matthews
Mrs F. McSheffrey
Ms F. Paterson
Mrs M. Sherwin
Mr R. Spencer-Smith (Chair)
Mrs S. Taylor

Co-opted
Parent
Parent
Co-opted
Staff
Co-opted
Co-opted
LA
Parent
Co-opted

Clerk to Governors: Mrs B. Brown
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School Improvement
Burbage Junior School is committed to developing its provision to ensure
the most effective approaches. In order to do this, we work closely with the
Infant School and other local schools. We are members of Loughborough
Learning Alliance (LLA) Teaching School.
We were delighted with our most recent OFSTED report (October 2019) and
continue to build on our many successes.
Recent notable achievements are the implementation of a new assessment
system, and the development of an Inclusion Team to ensure a range of
additional roles to provide targeted support for children with additional
needs.
Current areas for development (2021/2022) are the enhancing and
embedding of our foundation subject curriculum, reading for pleasure and
outdoor education provision.

Partnerships with Parents and Carers
Parents are always welcome in school. There are numerous events
throughout the year and we look forward to seeing as many people as
possible on every occasion.
Parents' weeks, offering formal meetings between parents and teachers
take place in October and March. We also invite parents to Curriculum
Evenings, giving information on a variety of ways that parents can support
their children.
In order to further enhance our school, we are keen to involve parents, and
listen to their contributions. In order to develop this partnership, we are
now holding half-termly drop-in sessions for parents with the Deputy and
Executive Headteacher. Please look out for information about this.
The Executive Headteacher and staff are always willing to meet you to
discuss aspects of school. If you require a longer discussion it is best to
arrange a mutually convenient appointment time. For routine matters, the
first point of contact should be the class teacher.
If you are coming to the school for any reason, please come through the
front door and report to the office before making your way to other parts
of the school.
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Visits/Admissions
Parents are welcome to view the school at any time during the year. A
number of parent tours are arranged throughout the year. Please call us to
book a place.
The Local Authority (LA) is the admissions authority and decisions about
admissions are made by the LA. For further information contact school or
the Allocations Team at County Hall on 0116 3056684.

School Times
School starting and finishing times are as follows:
Mornings

8.55am to 12 noon

Afternoons

1.00pm to 3.15pm

The children have a morning and afternoon break.

Attendance and Punctuality
At Burbage Juniors we are constantly striving to provide an environment
where children are keen and happy to come to school. In order for children
to succeed at school, and in later life, it is important they attend regularly
and on time. Not only does this ensure they make the best possible
progress, it also develops good habits for their future adult lives.
If your child is absent for any reason, it is important that school is notified
by telephone or ParentMail as early as possible on the day and each
following day of the absence. We can authorise absence for a number of
reasons, such as sickness, medical appointments, religious observance, or
significant family events such as funerals and weddings. Please note, if a
wedding is abroad as part of a longer holiday, we can only authorise the
day of the wedding itself.
Following a change in the law in September 2013, holidays taken during
term time can no longer be authorised on the school system.
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Security
It goes without saying that security is a school priority.
The entrance to the school can become very congested at the beginning
and end of the school day. In order to keep our children safe, we ask
parents to leave cars in the car park on Hinckley Road at the entrance to
the park, or along Grove Road opposite the driveway to the school (please
do not attempt to park in Grosvenor Crescent or Love Lane). If you or
someone collecting your child has a disabled “blue” badge, and would like
to use our disabled parking, please let us know so we can make this
available for them. Thank you for your support with this important issue.
Our site is secured after morning registration and access is only through
the school reception.

Child Protection
All school staff receive Child Protection training regularly.
We are
committed to following Child Protection procedures and all new staff, and
volunteers are checked by the Disclosure Barring Service (DBS). The
Executive Headteacher, Deputy Head and Assistant Heads are the School
Designated Safeguarding Leads.
Children have a right to receive the highest possible standard of care and
to be protected from abuse.
If your child is included in any documentation, literature or the school
website and is named, your permission will be requested for us to use it.

School Uniform
Our children look very smart in their school uniform. There is an expectation
that all pupils will wear it as it sets a standard of appearance of which both
parents and the school can be proud. The uniform comprises of:






Bright red sweatshirt, jumper, cardigan or lightweight fleece
White shirt or blouse, or red or white polo shirt
Grey or black school trousers, grey or black school knee-length skirt,
summer dresses (red stripe or check)
White, grey or black socks, or black or grey tights.
Black sensible shoes, boots or sandals
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On PE days, we ask that pupils come to school dressed in their PE
kits.Year group teachers will let you know which days your child needs to
attend school in their PE kit.
Outdoor PE sessions
 Black shorts, black or grey jogging bottoms, or a plain black, grey
or red tracksuit
 Plain, short-sleeved white or red polo shirt or T-shirt (PE T-shirts
with the school name are also available)
 A school fleece or jumper, or plain black, grey or red jumper or
tracksuit top on colder days.
 Trainers
If your child has long hair, please include a hair tie in their kit.
Please note: football/rugby team kits or T-shirts and jumpers with
logos other than the school’s logo are not part of uniform and
should not be worn.
Indoor PE kit
 Plain, short-sleeved white or red polo shirt or T-shirt (PE T-shirts
with the school name are also available)
 Black sports shorts (close-fitting for safety, not loose or baggy).
 Jogging or tracksuit bottoms over your child’s shorts with a school
fleece or jumper, or plain black, grey or red jumper or tracksuit top
on colder days.
 Trainers
Uniform can be purchased from:
Hole in the Wall - 11 Lower Bond Street, Hinckley, LE10 1QU, tel: 01455
637475;
Swifts - Minstral House, Parsons Lane, Hinckley, LE10 1XT, tel: 01455
238398 or order online at https://swiftsonline.co.uk;
My Clothing (previously Tesco) - online at https://myclothing.com, tel:
0800 069 9949.
The school also has a large stock of second-hand uniform available. This
is stored in the bookcase shelving in the foyer. You are welcome to help
yourself to this. A donations box is attached to the bookcase and a small
contribution would be gratefully received.
No jewellery or make-up should be worn apart from watches and stud
earrings, which children should be able to remove themselves for PE,
games and swimming lessons.
If you are considering having your child’s ears pierced, please do so in the
first week of the summer holidays, to give plenty of time to heal before the
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new term as, if earrings are unable to be removed, children will miss some
aspects of PE and swimming.
Our children benefit from a weekly swimming lesson in our school pool.
They will need a swimming cap as part of their swimming kit. However, the
school follows Local Authority policy, which does not permit the wearing of
swimming goggles.
Please ensure that all items of uniform and PE kit are clearly
labelled with your child's name.

Personal Property
As part of growing up and becoming more independent, we encourage
children to take care of their belongings.
We try hard to re-unite children with their misplaced items of clothing and
equipment. The expectation is that if your child loses something they will
firstly look thoroughly for it themselves. Parents are welcome to come into
school at the end of the day via the school office to search for misplaced
items.
Items of lost property will be stored in the drawers at the front entrance
for 4 weeks, after which if not claimed will be placed in the PTA charity
clothes bin.
Please do not let your child bring any expensive toys, jewellery or watches
in to school as the school cannot accept responsibility for any loss.
If your child is walking to or from school alone and for safety reasons you
feel they require a mobile phone, please leave it with the school office,
along with a signed letter so that we know you are aware that the telephone
is in school.
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Charging
The school endeavours to provide as many opportunities as possible for no
extra charge. However, there will be a number of educational activities
which the school cannot provide without financial support from parents.
These might include:
1. Educational visits (transport and entry cost)
2. Residential visits
3. Design, craft and cooking activities (to cover the cost of ingredients
and materials if the children are to take the finished product home)
4. Music tuition
5. Extra-curricular sports activities
Without this support some activities would not be able to take place. The
school is able use its Pupil Premium Grant to support children who qualify
for this regarding these charges. If you are in receipt of certain benefits or
your child is adopted, subject to a Special Guardianship Order, or is the
child of Forces Personnel. Further information can be obtained from the
school office.
We aim to make our curriculum as interesting and engaging as possible,
and as part of this, we include a range of practical activities which involve
children making items to bring home. In order to enable these activities we
ask parents to make an annual voluntary contribution of £10.
We are justifiably proud of our school library, the large stock we have and
the wide choice of books available. Maintenance of these books is a major
consideration. With this in mind we may charge for lost or damaged books.
Further details regarding charging can be found in our Charges and
Remissions Policy on the school website.

Medicine in School
If your child needs to take any prescription medicine in school time, please
see the office to fill in a consent form. Please note, we can only administer
non-prescription medicine in exceptional circumstances.
Please think carefully whether your child is well enough for school if s/he is
taking medicine.
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School Meals
Children may choose between a hot school meal or they may bring their
own sandwiches. The meals are cooked on the premises and represent
excellent value for money. Dinners are paid for through the school’s Parent
Mail system.
If your child brings a packed lunch, this should be in a secure container,
clearly labelled with your child’s name. No fizzy drinks or glass bottles
please. Children can buy a cool fruit drink to accompany their cooked meal
or packed lunch. This should be paid in cash at the hatch.
Children can bring a mid-morning piece of fruit as a snack.
Information regarding free school meals can be obtained from:
School Food Support Service
Free School Meals
Leicestershire County Council
Room 400
County Hall
Glenfield
Leics
LE3 8RB
Telephone: 0116 3056588

Due to having children with extreme nut allergy we
request you send no nuts to school (peanut butter,
Nutella and similar spreads, snacks with nuts, etc).

School Council
The school has a very active Student Council, comprising of 24 pupils (2
elected from each class). Issues are brought forward from class councils to
full council meetings by the class representatives. The full council meets
monthly.
The school council have led fundraising events such as cake sales for
charities such as Macmillan Cancer Trust, and helped us review our values
and mission statement. They also regularly support governors with
consultations, and are active in representing the pupil voice to the
leadership team at school.
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Photographs taken at School Events
The school takes part in a number of special events, and we are lucky that,
with parents’ support, we are still able to allow photography and videoing
at such events. We ask all parents who use such digital media to sign that
they understand it is not to be uploaded to the internet or any social
networking site.

Homework
The school regards the purpose of homework as being to:
 develop an effective partnership between the school and parents and
other carers in pursuing the aims of the school
 consolidate and reinforce skills and understanding, particularly in
literacy and numeracy
 encourage pupils as they get older to develop the confidence and selfdiscipline needed to study on their own and to prepare them for the
requirements of secondary school
The school does not believe that homework should get in the way of pupils’
participation in other enriching activities such as sports, hobbies and visits.
As far as practically possible, the school will work with parents to ensure
that all pupils have the opportunity to participate in such activities.

Extra-Curricular Activities
In addition to the daily programme of lessons, pupils are invited to
participate in activities organised by staff at lunchtimes and after school.
These include clubs such as football, netball, table tennis, and cricket. We
have also benefitted from support of local sports clubs to run taster sessions
including boxing and squash. We currently have a specialist lunchtime
supervisor who runs a range of clubs including gardening and curling.

16

Burbage Junior School Parents’ Handbook

Behaviour
 Every pupil understands they have the right to feel safe, valued and
respected, and learn free from the disruption of others
 All pupils, staff and visitors are free from any form of discrimination
 Staff and volunteers set an excellent example to pupils at all times
 Rewards, sanctions and reasonable force are used consistently by
staff, in line with the behaviour policy
 The behaviour policy is understood by pupils and staff
 The exclusions policy explains that exclusions will only be used as a
last resort, and outlines the processes involved in permanent and
fixed-term exclusions
 Pupils are helped to take responsibility for their actions
 Families are involved in behaviour incidents to
relationships between the school and pupils’ home life

foster

good

We do, of course, rely on your support in helping to maintain our special
atmosphere.
Our Behaviour Policy can be viewed in full on our website.

Anti-bullying
We believe that all children should be able to participate in school activities
without fear or anxiety. It is our agreed policy that no-one within the school
should tolerate bullying.
We use the “STOP” method with children.—Several Times - On Purpose;
Start Telling Other People.

Equal Opportunities
The school aims to provide equality of opportunity for all pupils during their
time at school. We wish to develop caring relationships and mutual respect
within the school. All children are treated equally regardless of ability or
disability, gender, religion or ethnicity, and are expected to treat each other
accordingly.
Our school is accessible to disabled pupils and visitors. We endeavour to
make all reasonable adaptations to ensure our curriculum and school life is
exciting and engaging for all.
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British Values
Our school is part of a multicultural society; we make every effort to
prepare the children for life in the wider community. Any form of racism
will not be tolerated. Positive steps will also be taken to ensure that no
part of the curriculum will reflect discrimination against any race or culture.
Children will be encouraged to develop an awareness and appreciation of
the many cultures which contribute to the richness of the society in which
we live.
Through our curriculum, and our wider opportunities, we address the British
Values of Democracy, Individual Liberty, Rule of Law, and Tolerance of Faith
and Belief. More details about this can be found on our website.

Route to Resilience
We are also working on character education and developing the children’s
resilience. We aim to promote character, resilience and well-being to equip
the children with the skills to face future challenges. As a school we have
chosen ten characteristics which we shall be focusing on as part of our
curriculum and beyond.
These are:
Respect, Courage, Kindness,
Teamwork, Perseverance, Concentration, Independence, Inclusivity, RiskTaking and Resilience.
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Special Educational Needs
We recognize that all children have a wide range of abilities, personal
qualities and skills. However, some children experience barriers to their
learning and require provision that is different and additional to that
normally available to children of the same age. These children may be
identified as having Special Educational Needs or Disabilities (SEND). We
follow the Code of Practice on the Identification and Assessment of SEND
which enables us to meet the needs of individual children.
As the progress of each child is monitored and assessed, provision for the
particular needs of children is discussed regularly with both the pupils and
their families through regular reviews in order to ensure that children’s
needs are being met appropriately. With mutual agreement, we can seek
specialist help from support services such as Educational Psychologists and
the Specialist Teaching Service.
If you think that your child may have SEND, please speak with your child’s
class teacher who will share these concerns with the school’s SENCo.
This year we have developed a new approach to Inclusion at Burbage
Juniors, with the development of a new Inclusion Team. Mrs Philippa Jesson
is our Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator (SENCO) and Mrs Catherine
Herd is our Inclusion Coordinator. Part of their role is to lead this team.
Mrs Helen Hardman is a Specialist Support Teaching Assistant. She has a
particular interest in Dyslexia and literacy difficulties, and supports children
either 1-to-1 or in small groups, and works with teachers to ensure
strategies are used in all teaching for these children.
Mrs Geraldine Grantham is a Specialist Support Teaching Assistant, with a
particular interest in mathematics, and she supports small focus groups
supporting identified children to close any gaps in maths that might form a
barrier to them furthering their development in this subject.
Mrs Deb Dolman is our Behaviour Learning Mentor, assisted by Mrs Kerrie
Moore who is an Emotional Literacy Support Assistant (ELSA). They support
any children with behaviour or emotional barriers they may have to their
learning.
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The Curriculum
At Burbage Juniors we strive to provide the best possible curriculum
experiences for your child. We teach the subjects as laid down in the
National Curriculum (2014).
English
Our aim is that our pupils become fluent, life-long readers. We teach a
variety of strategies, including phonics, and promote reading for pleasure
through use of our excellent, well-stocked school library.
Spelling is taught using the Oxford Owl ‘Read, Write, Inc’ scheme, and
handwriting through the Nelson scheme.
Pupils receive a weekly grammar and punctuation lesson; however, all
elements of the 2014 English curriculum are also integrated into writing
lessons. The teaching of writing is linked to other curriculum areas
wherever possible, and pupils are given many opportunities to write for
purpose.
Mathematics
All elements of the 2014 Aims (fluency, problem-solving and reasoning) are
given equal weighting at Burbage Juniors as we want our pupils to be
confident, creative and resilient mathematicians, whichever area of
mathematics they are working on.
Maths is taught through lively, interactive lessons which involve direct
teaching to the whole class. Children are encouraged to use concrete and
pictorial aids wherever necessary. Whilst we follow White Rose Small Step
objectives in our planning, we use a range of resources which provide a
balance between practical and written activities.
We are currently embedding mastery principles into our mathematics
teaching, supported by East Midland South Maths Hub and a Maths Mastery
Specialist teacher.
Computing
We aim to teach computing across the curriculum. Every child has one
discreet computing session of an hour a week. In addition to this, PSHCE is
used to teach responsible use. Safe and responsible use of the internet and
other computing devices is embedded in our teaching. We aim to equip
parents and pupils with up to date knowledge that enhances their learning
and ensures that both pupils and parents use all aspects of technology
safely and responsibly. We are constantly exploring new and imaginative
ways to inspire our children through the use of technology within the
classroom.
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Geography
Geography provides a means of exploring, appreciating and understanding
the world in which we live and how it has evolved. We aim to build upon a
child's "personal geography" by developing geographical skills,
understanding and knowledge through studying places and themes.
Pupils investigate a variety of people, places and environments in the UK
and abroad. They find out how people affect the environment and how
they are affected by it. They carry out geographical enquiry inside and
outside the classroom. In doing this they ask geographical questions and
use geographical skills and resources such as maps, atlases, aerial
photographs and ICT.
History
History is a statutory part of the National Curriculum and at Burbage Junior
School, we believe that by learning about history, we can equip children
with the knowledge they need to succeed not only in further education but
in later life.
Children are taught to develop and improve their understanding, skills and
historical knowledge. Opportunities for cross-curricular links with other
subjects are utilised where appropriate.
As Martin Luther King Jr said, ‘We are not makers of history. We are made
by history’ and only by learning about what has already happened, can
children begin to think about the future.
Science
Young children are naturally curious and at Burbage Juniors, we provide a
stimulating science curriculum that nurtures children’s natural curiosity and
their on-going intellectual development.
Through a hands-on, inquiry-based curriculum, children will experience the
joy of having wonderful ideas, exploration and investigation – that is, the
joy of finding out how science works.
Links that we have established within the business community and local
universities ensure pupils can see how science works across everyday life;
this has allowed us to develop our National Science Week, broadening
pupils’ views and highlighting how science is all around us.
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Art
Art lessons give children the chance to experiment, express their ideas,
develop a range of skills and experience different approaches to art, craft
and design. There are opportunities for painting, drawing, embroidery,
collage and modelling using a range of materials. Children are given time
to study art from other cultures and the work of artists through history.
Design Technology
Design and technology allows children to develop their ideas through design
as well as experiencing a range of materials and tools involved in the
making process. Lessons use skills developed in art, science, maths and
computing. Children will also have the opportunity to develop the skills to
prepare and cook food and apply the principles of a healthy and varied diet
when working with food.
Music
Our aim is to develop the pupils' understanding & enjoyment of music
throughout the key stage. The National Curriculum forms the basis of our
work with class lessons in music.
We aim to develop, through musical activity, the social, intellectual, artistic
and creative abilities within each child.
Every class has a weekly music lesson with a specialist class music teacher.
Weekly singing practice and opportunities to listen to a varied programme
of music is provided for all children. We also take advantage of performance
opportunities provided by visiting musicians.
A wide range of instrumental lessons with visiting peripatetic teachers is
also offered and believe that music is fundamental to a broad, balanced
and enriched curriculum.
Sex and Relationship Education
Parts of sex education is taught through the units provided from the Jigsaw
scheme of work. We use NSPCC resources and speakers to teach about
personal safety. We discuss elements of relationships and the safe use of
the internet through PSHE and SRE education.
Personal, Social, Health Education and British Values
We aim to teach children to become healthy, independent and responsible
global citizens. We work on building character, in order that the children
strive to be the best version of themselves. We use the Jigsaw scheme of
work, to ensure a whole school approach to PSHE and British values. This
scheme helps support pupils to foster character values that encourage a
resilient approach to their own mental health. We encourage our pupils to
take an active role in school and community life through community
22
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projects; peer support on the playground; sporting leaders; and school
council representatives.
The school ethos instils, and PSHE reinforces values of respect and
tolerance. We encourage pupils to take responsibility for their surroundings
and community through the teaching of British values and our whole school
values. We teach about respect and bullying through PSHE and through
themed events during the school year.
Discreet lessons on friendship and tolerance will also be taught, as required,
by a particular year group, class or group of children. ELSA (Emotional
Literacy Support) support is used to boost confidence and offer strategies
for particular children who may be experiencing difficulties with
relationships. Clear procedures are in place to respond to accusations of
bullying. All staff and pupils are educated in how to deal with and report
such incidents. Children are encouraged to look out for and look after all
members of the school community and speak out when they see injustice.
The school is proud of its Beyond Bullying Award and works hard to
maintain its accredited status.
Religious Education
The R.E. curriculum follows the Leicestershire Syllabus supported by the
‘R.E. Today’ scheme.
Our children learn about a range of religions including Christianity, Islam,
Sikhism and Hinduism. Not only do they learn about and compare these
religious practices, but they also get to ponder over more philosophical
issues around life, values and beliefs.
PE and Sports
At Burbage Juniors, physical education is given a high profile. All pupils will
experience lessons in gymnastics, dance, games, swimming, athletics, as
well as outdoor and adventurous activities.
Our extra-curricular sporting provision provides our pupils with the
opportunity to participate in a variety of additional activities which take
place at lunchtimes and after school. What’s more, children have the
opportunity to compete against others, both within their lessons and extracurricular clubs, but also at an inter-school level, where they compete
against other schools across a range of sporting disciplines.
Sporting participation and success is recognised and celebrated across the
school.
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Educational Visits
We consider Educational Visits to be an important aspect of school life,
enhancing curriculum provision and providing ‘first-hand experience’ on
which to base the children’s learning.
In the past, such visits have included Bosworth Battlefield Field, the Black
Country Museum and the National Space Centre.
Our children have the opportunity to visit a number of different places of
worship throughout their time at the Juniors.
Children in Year 6 are offered the opportunity to take part in a short
residential visit to Beaumanor.
Groups also make visits into school. Recently, these have included visits
from authors Andy Cope and Matt Dickinson, Stone Age Workshops,
NSPCC, art, music and science workshops and travelling theatre
companies.
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Parent Teacher Association
We are incredibly lucky to have a fantastic PTA here at Burbage who work
hard to raise money for both the Infant and Junior schools. Parents of
children at both schools are deemed automatic members of the association.
Recently, their efforts have resulted in an update to our fantastic library,
30 new tablets, redecoration of the school hall, picnic tables and benches,
costumes for the Year 6 production, as well as contributions towards our
school trips.
Events include a Christmas Fair, Secret Room, Christmas Raffle and our
hugely popular Scarecrow Festival.
The general committee is elected annually at the Autumn Term AGM.
New faces and ideas are always welcomed at the regular meetings held
throughout the year. If you are able to help in any way (manning an event,
stapling books of raffle tickets, work for a company who matches
donations), even if it is only for one event, for a couple of hours, please
attend one of the PTA meetings or leave your details with the school office.
Please like our Facebook page: Grove Road Schools PTA.

The Schools Complaints Procedure
There is an approved procedure for dealing with complaints about the
school curriculum or any other matter.
Our complaints procedure can be found on our website.
If you have a concern or query, you should contact the school so that the
matter can be discussed with the Executive Headteacher and/or a member
of staff.
It is expected that the majority of questions and anxieties can be dealt with
in this way. However, if complaints cannot be resolved, then the complaint
should be put in writing to the Chair of Governors.
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